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AutoBorne Sealers will allow you to achieve basecoat color building for the ultimate 
custom look. With twelve sealer colors at your fingertips, the options are endless. 

AutoBorne Sealers are easy to apply, self-leveling, and quick drying. Sanding is not 
necessary for basecoat adhesion. As part of  your complete custom system topcoat 
with Auto Air Colors and / or Wicked Colors for a seamless color system. AutoBorne 
sealers are also compatible with other waterborne or solvent-based basecoats.  

AutoBorne™ Sealers are the evolution of  custom painting. 
Gone are the days of  excessive mid-coats for color saturation.

AutoBorne color keyed sealers are the cost saving tool that custom painters have 
needed and wanted for years. 



Hard Surface Application Guide
Updated October 2015 (supersedes all previous versions)

Auto Air Colors™, Wicked Colors™, AutoBorne™ Sealers
Conditions
Recommended painting conditions: 70‐75°F / 21‐24°C in a dry, dust‐free environment. When painting in humid 
or colder conditions, allow for extended drying time. Use of air flow decreases drying time and is recommended 
as the primary means to cure paint. Avoid painting in humidity over 75% and temperatures below 60°F / 15°C.

Compatibility
Auto Air Colors™ & Wicked Colors™ (herein collectively referred to as “Auto Air Colors”) are inter‐mixable and inter‐coatable.
AutoBorne™ Sealers are inter‐coatable with Auto Air Colors, and any other paint type. AutoBorne Sealers are not directly inter‐
mixable with Auto Air Colors or other paint types.  Auto Air Colors are universally compatible with most any primer, paint and clear 
type. Urethane clear recommended as top‐coat, however, many other clear types are also compatible, test first. For best results, 
AutoBorne Sealers should be the foundation for Auto Air Colors.

Reduction 
4030 Intercoat
• A water-soluble, polyurethane resin additive recommended for direct mixing for improved spray performance and durability.
• Mix 10% per volume (9:1)
• Pot Life: 6 hours after mixing with paint
• 4030 is not a reducer in that it does not truly lower paint’s viscosity.  4030 is a flow & leveling enhancer that creates solvent-like 

performance and allows paint to air dry to a more durable coating with improved adhesion over hard-to-paint surfaces. 
• Candy2-0: mix 4030 10% (9:1) with candy2-0.  Optional - If lowed viscosity is required, reduce with 4012 High Performance 

Reducer or 4020 Automotive Reducer.
• Spray gun application: Mixing with 4030 Intercoat allows for medium-wet coats without risk of crater formation.  For spray-gun 

application, colors should only require mixing with 4030 without further reduction with 4012 or 4020 Reducers.
• Not for use with AutoBorne Sealers.  Reduce Sealers with 4012 High Performance Reducer.

4012 High Performance Reducer
• Our go-to reducer for airbrushing.  
• May be added to colors in any ratio.
• Allows colors such as Createx Illustration Colors to air-dry with its designed delayed-crosslinking for reductive techniques.

4020 Automotive Reducer
• An aggressive reducer made with Acetone for use making paint flow like solvent-based paint when airbrushing.
• Colors air dry to a harder coating when reduced with 4020 compared with 4012; use 4012 Reducer for soft-erasing & reductive 

techniques.
• Only for professional use in a controlled environment that is adequately ventilated and applied using proper safety gear including 

but not limited to a NIOSH / MSHA approved respirator.

Spray Gun: Auto Air Colors and Wicked Colors spray best with a 1.2mm tip operated around 30 psi inlet. AutoBorne Sealers 
spray best with a 1.3 to 1.4mm tip‐size operated around 20 to 25 psi inlet.

Touch – Up Gun: Auto Air Colors and Wicked Colors spray best with a 0.8mm to 1.0mm tip‐size, operated about  30 psi inlet.
AutoBorne Sealers spray best through a larger tip size of 1.2mm to 1.3mm operated 20 – 25 psi.

Airbrush : Reduction for airbrushing is about creating the best viscosity to achieve optimum atomization.  There are no rigid set 
of reduction ratios. This changes depending on color type (e.g. opaque vs. transparent), airbrush tip-size, psi and technique 
(e.g. base color vs. fine – line).  Reduction ratios are generally 25% for large tip-sizes (0.5mm) and 30 - 50% for medium tips 
(0.35mm) and even more for smaller tip sizes.  These are starting suggestions; reduce as needed to achieve best atomization.

Material Usage
On average, one 4oz. bottle of Auto Air Colors covers 3 square feet and a 2 oz. bottle of Wicked Colors 1.5 square feet. 

Improve  Coverage – AutoBorne Sealers
AutoBorne Sealers is our absolute best way to get the most out of Auto Air Colors for base paint and graphic application.  
Color-key with Auto Air Colors for our best results, coverage and quality of finish.  For example, applying 4315 Pearlescent 
Orange over 6005 AutoBorne Sealer Orange will require about 2 light coats as opposed to 3 or 4 heavier coats over a white 
sealer, which may result in uneven metallic orientation and extended drying times.




